'IRAQ
in the country and outside its borders, notwithstanding the
efforts of the Civil Administration to the contrary, that their
national aspirations were about to be realized at the hands of
Great Britain.1
Not until the post-armistice attempts of the Civil Administra-
tion to check demonstrations of Nationalist feeling in the
plebiscite conducted by the Acting Civil Commissioner and by
the continued Government control over vernacular newspapers,2
until the continued efforts of the Administration to consolidate
its hold on the country and until the apparent reluctance of
H.M. Government to give effect in 'Iraq to its declarations, at
the same time that it was assisting in the establishment of the
Damascus Government, seemed to indicate that Great Britain
had no intention of keeping its promises, did Nationalist
impatience give way to an organized opposition.
It has been maintained that the principal source of opposition
to the British, discounted at the time because its authors were
held to be unimportant, came from 'Iraqi officers serving in
Damascus,3 and that had it not been for the flood of Sharifian
propaganda, backed by large sums from the Damascus Trea-
sury,4 filled by British subsidies, and by active hostilities at
Dair-az-Zur and in the upper Jazira, 'Iraq would have settled
1	For effect of these declarations see Review C. Admin , 1914-1920, pp  126-7;
Bell, Letters, Vol. u, p 463, also supra, pp. 137 fF
2	Until June ist, 1920, when permission was given to Razzuq Da'ud Ghannam
to start Al^Iraq, all newspapers in 'Iraq were owned and controlled by the Civil
Administration    Al-Iraq was pro-British in policy and existed largely on the
proceeds for printing Government notices.
3	Wilson, Sir A. T., Mesopotamia, 1917-1930, p 260; Baghdad Times, Febru-
ary 25th, 1922.
4	Whether sums sent from Syria to 'Iraq amounted to £160,000, stated to
be the total by a well-informed ex-official in the Civil Administration or to the
few thousands of pounds which participants in the Movement have stated to
be the total, it seems certain that funds from Syria, together with sums from
Najaf, Baghdad and other centres in 'Iraq, provided the sinews for Nationalist
agitation, 1919-20.   Faris Beg Khun, Finance Minister to Amir Faisal, has
categorically denied to the writer that any funds for use in 'Iraq were paid from
the Treasury Nevertheless, the funds from Syria may have come indirectly as
through Sharif Zaid. The Bolshevists and the Turks are also alleged to have
supplied funds. Review C Admin., 1914-1920, p. 144; Wilson, op. cit., p 310.
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